




















v. GOALS

Goal Categories and Mission Goals

The NPS performance management process requires all units of the NPS to organize goals and efforts.
under four goal categories in broad, nationwide, "in perpetuity" mission goals that state ideal future
conditions. These mission goals encompass all we do and a brief explanation about each one is below.

Goal Category I Preserve Park Resources

This category addresses all goals that relate to the conditionof natural and cultural resources and the
acquisition of knowledge fromand about them. It includesthe concepts of biologicaland cultural diversity
to ensure park resources are preserved and interpreted in relationship to the broader ecosystem and
cultural context that extend beyond the park to nearby lands. Park cultural context means that park
resources are managed in relation to other historicalevents or cultural processes.

The long-term goals related to this category are shown in the next section and include the protection,
restoration, or maintenance of ecosystems, rare or endangered plant and animal populations,
archeological and ethnographic resources, historic structures and cultural lands~apes, museum objects,
and research collections. Mission Goalla focuses on the conditionof these resources. Mission Goallb
on obtaining and using scholarly and scientific knowledge about resources to make better informed
decisions.

la Natural and cultural resources and associated values are protected, restored and
maintained in good condition and managed within their broader ecosystem and cultural
context

Ib The National Park Service contributes to knowledge about natural and cultural
resources and associated values; management decisions about resources and visitors
are based on adequate scholarly and scientificinformation.

Goal Category II Provide for the Public Use and Enjoyment and Visitor Experience of Parks

This category includes all goals for visitorsatisfaction, enjoyment, safety, appreciation, and understanding.
It includes the mandate found in the NPS Organic Act"to provide for the enjoyment of the [resources] in
such manner and by such means as willleave them unimpairedfor the enjoyment of future generations."

The long-term goals related to this category are shown below and include programs, facilities,services,
and recreational. opportunities affecting the enjoyment, understanding and safety of visitors from all over
the nation and the world. Mission Goal lIa covers facilities and services such as visitor centers,
campgrounds, road and trails, recreational opportunities and keeping visitors safe. MissionGoal lib is
about helping visitors learn more about park resources and significance so they willenjoy their visitmore,
support preserving this country's heritage, and gain a better understanding of the experiences and
peoples that built this nation.

lIa Visitors safely enjoy and are satisfied withthe availability,accessibility, diversity,and
quality of park facilities,services, and appropriate recreational opportunities.

lib Park visitors and the general public understand and appreciate the preservation of
and its resources for this and future generations.
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